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CHRONOLOGY 


<DISCOVERER "3-163-2022 successfully Jaunchea at 1349 hours 
from Vandenberg AFB. 


Amendment No. 1 to ARPA Order 36-59 approved, subject to 








review, Phase I only of the MIDAS ed 
available funds under the order from 
Instructions were given to AFEMD to plan for the 


procurement of ATIAS boosters and space vehicles for 
Phases IT and III, long lead time itens. 


Amendment No. 2 to ARPA ecbatey ea area a 

eee ae ie as ee ee 
DISCOVERER Program. ‘The approval provided for a 13-vehicle 
Progranle 


Amendment No. 10 to ARPA Order 9-58 approved the AFEMD 
SENTRY Development Plan of 30 January 1959 “to the extent 
See ge eer ern ae 
recovery, and ferret readout 


Amendment Noe 4 to ARPA Order 17-50 directed AFEMD to modify 
the Bell-Bustler stage to obtain dual Surning capability, 
simplify guidance and control, and atructures to contain 
payloads of arbi s that my be carried; increase 
propellant capacity Deliver and launch at Pacific 
Missile Range tvo vehicles suitable for 215 
pound TRANSIT #2 payload in 400 nom. circular orbit. 








DISCOVERER II Jeunched from Vandenberg AFB. - Satellite 
orbited, but because of cumilative adjustment of the 
orbital ejection timer, the capsule vas probably ejected 
in the Spitzbergen, Norway, eres. An unsuccessful sree 
search (terminated 22 Apri) was conducted. 


By ARPA Order 36-59, 

Plan was approved. Program objec~ 
tive strongly reorien give priority to quantitative 
scientific ani engineering data, with objective to predict 
success or failure ae eee systen, improve- 
ment and design. 






+t Noe 3, Phase I of the MIDAS 
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a CHRONOLOGY 


1 May 59 AFBMD submitted DISCOVERER Development Plan dated 30 April 
to Mr. Malcolm A. MacIntyre, Under Secretary of the Air 
Force. Major change over earlier 1 January plan was 
addition of ten flights, making a total of 25 flights. 


pe a M. A. MacIntyre, Under Secretary of the Air Force, 
requested that the Secretary of Defense designate the 
Air Force as service responsible for operational employment 
and utilization of the MIDAS system. 


18 May 59 AFEMD informed by AFDAT that WS 117L had been removed from 
Master Urgency List, and DISCOVERER and SENTRY put on it 
| with DX ratings. Action was underway to obtain (from NSC 
or NASC) a DX rating for MIDAS. AF priority for all three 
programs remained as l-A with lel precedence. 


20 May 59 Amendment No. 4; ARPA Order 48-59 approved DISCOVERER 
Development and Funding Plan dated 30 April 1959, on the 
—_ Funds were increased fron 

to 





20 May 59 Amendment No. 4 to ARPA 36-59 increased funds for 
MIDAS fron BR to 

26 May 59 ARPA directed thet the mapping program be deleted from 
SENTRY. IMSD notified. 


* 


3 Jun 59 DISCOVERER III launched from Vandenberg AFB. Failed to 
achieve orbit because of less than nominal second stage 
performance and incorrect Pt. Mugu radar data indicating 
firing time. Data was received on the four mice passengers. 


24 Jun 59  ##AFBMD was informed that ARPA had laid down ground rules 








for the_ini FY 1960 budget determinati These were: 
SENTRY with SENIRY recovery to be 
def review; DISCOVERER for extension 
and completion of the series; ARPA funds, 
with assumption Air Force will fund Phase II 
was approved. MN increments to the funds were avail- 


able. AFEMD was to submit revised development plans based 
on the above instructions. Until FY 1960 appropriations 
word was received, funds would be on a monthly basis. 


25 Jun 59 ## DISCOVERER IV launched from Vandenberg AFB on a Polar orbit. 
While the launch was successful, the vehicle failed to 
achieve orbit because of less than normal second stage 
performance, 
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